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horn Garzia had stabbed his brother Giovanni, who died three
days later in consequence, that Cosimo was so enraged at
this death of his favourite son that he drew his sword and
killed Garzia with his own hands, and that Eleonora died of
grief and horror at the double crime.

This account (which has continued to the present day)
was that related by the various historians of that age. The
latter, unable to obtain access to the private documents of
the Medici family, were forced to rely upon information
often felt by them to be dubious; and several of them,
though giving this account, throw doubts upon its truth.01
The chief cause of their uncertainty was that however deeply
the subject was probed, in no case could it be discovered
with whom the report originated; added to which every in-
vestigation showed that it had no origin in Tuscany, but that
all the different versions of the story had this in common,
that they all emanated from Rome, the principal abode of the
Florentine exiles. From thence, spread by letters and news-
agents to Venice, to France, and above all to the large body
of ecclesiastics assembled at the Council of Trent, the story
soon became the common opinion outside Tuscany, and was
eagerly taken up by every foreign enemy of Cosimo through-
out Europe.

But this account of these deaths did not all appear at the
same time. Its Roman authors, whoever they were, brought
it out piecemeal. When on the 2oth November Giovanni died
it was stated that he had been killed by his brother Garzia.
When three weeks later Garzia died an addition was made to
the effect that Giovanni when wounded had in retaliation also
wounded Garzia, and that this was the cause of the latter's
death. At this point the story remained for some fifty years.

To this first portion of the story there was, however, added,
more than fifty years later, a further embellishment of it to
the effect that Garzia ?s death had not been caused as previously
stated, but that Cosimo, enraged at Giovanni's death, had
killed his younger son with his own hands; and that Eleo-